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Garris, John, "Grab That Database", PC Magazine, vol. 15, No. 15, Sep. 10, 1996, p. 
NE1-NE7. 

Chesnais et al . , "The Fishwrap Personalized News System", IEEE, D-7803-27560X/95, 
Jun.,1995, pp. 275-282. 
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ART-UNIT: 271 

PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Lintz; Paul R. 

ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Albert; Philip H. Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP 



An custom page server is provided with user preferences organized into templates 
stored in compact data structures and the live data used to fill the templates 
stored local to the page server which is handing user requests for custom pages. 
One process is executed on the page server for every request. The process is 
provided a user template for the user making the request, where the user template 
is either generated from user preferences or retrieved from a cache of recently 
used user templates. Each user process is provided access to a large region of 
shared memory which contains all of the live data needed to fill any user template. 
Typically, the pages served are news pages, giving the user a custom selection of 
stock quotes, news headlines, sports scores, weather, and the like. With the live 
data stored in a local, shared memory, any custom page can be built within the page 
server, eliminating the need to make requests from other servers for portions of 
the live data. While the shared memory might include RAM (random access memory) and 
disk storage, in many computer systems , it is faster to store all the live data in 
RAM. 
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